
Dear Parents, 

Summer term is always an incredibly busy term (when aren’t 

they, actually), and we will be squeezing in learning about 

captivating castles, particularly Arundel Castle, as well as 

notching up our knowledge on the noble Normans. The 

children have already taken part in an exciting day on 

Normans, which will be reported on in the newsletter dated 

3rd May 2017. 

We will be visiting Arundel Castle to see this tremendous 

building first-hand to learn how it has changed through its 

history.  

In the first three weeks the year 5 children are continuing to 

spend some mornings in Mr Cumming’s class, whilst the year 

6s prepare for and take their National Curriculum tests. Once 

we are past these, we will be focussing on our writing. The 

children will be using a variety of self-selected stimuli to 

inspire a variety of genres of writing. This is to help develop 

their independence in their writing. This will support the 

children independent project on their own castle that you 

should have received information on. If you need any 

clarification on this project. Do not hesitate coming to see 

me—sooner rather than later. 

In Maths,  we will continue to polish our arithmetic skills, but 

focussing more on applying these to problem solving, in order 

to employ these proficiencies across the curriculum and in real 

life situations. 

In our R.E., we will continue to look at Salvation for the first 

three weeks of the term, whilst reading The Lion. The Witch 

and the Wardrobe  as our class book. For the rest of the term, 

we will look at what the children feel is important to a religious 

community, in order to reflect the followers’ faith, e.g. “What 

is more important the building or the people?” 

In DT the children will create various constructions, including 

trebuchets, using gears and pulleys etc. This also ties in with 

our science topic on forces. 

In Science, we will also be looking at living things, including the 

various ways in which they are classified and how the different 

habitats can be affected by man, natural disaster and the 

weather. Year 5 and 6 will also be having sessions within the 

‘Sex and Relationships Education’ part of the curriculum, which is about 

puberty and respecting their bodies. A more detailed letter will follow. 

In Computing, the children will be developing their knowledge and 

understanding of how to use various Window’ programmes including 

Word, Excel and PowerPoint beyond the basics. This should again 

support the work for their independent project, should they want to 

create a newspaper or PowerPoint, for instance. We will also look at 

some Coding programmes such as Scratch, some of which will led by 

some pupils who showed an aptitude in the Friday afternoon Code Club.  

In our Open Futures sessions, this half term ,Oak class will be taking part 

in the Film-it element with Mr Cumming. They will be planning and 

producing a persuasive video that could be used to convince potential 

parents that St John the Baptist is the best school for their child. In the 

second half of the term, Oak Class will take part in the philosophy strand. 

In the first half term, in P.E., Oak class will be practising their Country 

dancing and Maypole dance. During this term we will also be improving 

our athletics  skills. Full PE kits should be in school at all times, but 

essentially on Thursday and Friday.  

One of the major features of this term will be the ultra-exciting 

residential in June. This is an amazing opportunity for the children to 

discover new skills, likes and dislikes, as well as develop their 

independence: making up their own beds; being organised, wearing the 

correct clothes and being on time for various activities; budgeting their 

pocket money for that big buy at the end of the week! They will have to  

live with others in close proximity and develop the art of compromise 

and negotiation—you may not recognise your child when they get 

back—hopefully not because they haven’t washed for a week. 
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I hope the children enjoy the above curriculum, which 

provides the vehicle for many learning skills, knowledge and 

concepts. If you have any questions or queries about 

anything that would further help your child, then please 

either email me using the school office address or make an 

appointment before or after school so we can talk together. 

Homework: Spelling—Children will have new spellings every two weeks. 

They have a task for each week Monday to Friday, which is included in 

their jotter. This is on the school website If the children do not com-

plete a spelling task or forget their homework they will have to do it 

(again) at break-time. If for whatever reason they do a different task 

to the one stated, that is not a problem at all. Please check and sign 

your child’s spelling work each evening. 

Reading— the children are expected to read (with an adult wherever 

possible) 5 times a week. Please sign and make comments in their read-

ing journal to acknowledge that this has been completed. If they do 

not fulfil this they will have to read at break-times. 

Planets challenge—The children set themselves at least 5 number 

facts a week to learn in order to improve their scores or time in the 

planets challenge. It is up to them (and yourselves) to practise these 

as often, and in any way that you wish. 

Additional homework— Independent Castle project due in on  Wednes-

day 14th June. 

All children are expected to complete all homework tasks, as we are 

preparing them for the next stage in their lives at secondary school. 


