
Dear Parents, 

Summer term is here already. Where did that time go? 

We are currently unfolding to the children the topic 

based around castles and the Norman period. We are 

all looking forward to visiting Arundel Castle on 

Thursday May 18th. The children have already taken 

part in an exciting day on Normans, which will be 

reported on in the newsletter dated 3rd May 2017. 

Through our historical topic, the children will be 

covering all aspects of the curriculum. In English, we 

are looking at the features of non-fictional writing, 

giving the children opportunities of presenting the 

facts about castles independently in their Themed 

sheets.  Later, we will be studying discursive writing, 

putting across a balanced argument for an aspect we 

have looked at in RE. 

In Maths,  we will continue to learn and embed a 

whole host of arithmetic skills, reasoning and 

knowledge of shape and space.  We will be focussing 

more on applying these to problem solving, situations 

in order to employ these proficiencies across the 

curriculum and in real life situations. 

In our R.E., we will continue to look at Salvation for the 

first three weeks of the term. For the rest of the term, 

we will look at Miracles, so if you need any praying for, 

then Holly Class are the ones to ask! 

In DT, the children will create various constructions, 

including trebuchets, using gears and pulleys etc. This 

also ties in with our science topic on forces. 

In Science, we will also be looking at living things, 

including the various ways in which they are classified. 

We will also be studying the differences in life cycles of 

a mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird. Year 5 

will also be having sessions within the ‘Sex and 

Relationship Education’ part of the curriculum, which  

 

 

is about puberty and respecting their bodies. A more detailed 

letter will follow. 

In Computing, the children will be developing their knowledge 

and understanding of how to use various Window’ 

programmes including Word, Excel and PowerPoint beyond the 

basics. We will also look at a Coding programme of Scratch, 

some of which will led by some pupils who showed an aptitude 

in the Friday afternoon Code Club.  

In our Open Futures sessions, this half term , Holly class will be 

taking part in the Philosophy for Children aspect with Mrs 

Fenton. In the second half of the term, the children will take 

part in the strand of Science, incorporating learning from the 

outdoor space. 

In the first half term, in P.E., Holly Class will be practising their 

Country dancing and Maypole dance ready to show at the May 

Revels—Saturday 13th May. During this term, we will also be 

improving our athletics  skills. After half term, the children will 

be swimming and playing games that practise their striking and 

fielding skills. Sports day will soon be upon us so we are 

working hard to improve our skills and to achieve our very best. 

All great fun! Full PE kits should be in school at all times, but 

essentially on Thursday and Friday.  

One of the major features of this term for Year 5 will be the 

ultra-exciting residential in June. This is an amazing opportunity 

for the children to discover new skills, likes and dislikes, as well 

as develop their independence: making up their own beds; 

being organised, wearing the correct clothes and being on time 

for various activities; budgeting their pocket money for that big 

buy at the end of the week! They will have to  live with others 

in close proximity and develop the art of compromise and 

negotiation—you may not recognise your child when they get 

back—hopefully not because they haven’t washed for a week! 

So the term is spread out before us—so many great learning 

opportunities that have been planned for, and by the children. 

Lets hope the sun shines as we work together to have fun and 

to make that progress that we are all determined to make. 

STJB Holly Class 

            M a y 2017 

I hope the children enjoy the above curriculum, which provides the vehicle for many learning skills, knowledge and concepts. If 

you have any questions or queries about anything that would further help your child, then please either email me using the school 

office address or make an appointment before or after school so we can talk together. Thank you    Mr. John Cumming 


