
Dear Parents, 

A new year and a new topic. How exciting! Happy New 

year to you all. Thank you for your kindness and 

generosity for the Christmas presents and cards I 

received from the children. This is very much 

appreciated.  

As the class moves into their second term together, I am 

looking forward to continuing building their confidence, 

resilience and independence. They are working well as a 

class and we are having fun learning.  

The children will be looking at the wonders of picture 

books and using description to narrate the stories they 

tell. Selecting the exact vocabulary to use in sentences 

that interest the reader is a skill that we will be 

developing. Parenthesis, varied sentence starters, 

paragraphs and word classes will also be an emphasis to 

further improve their writing abilities.  

In reading, the children are enjoying the quizzes that are 

connected to their books that they read at home and at 

school. Thank you to those who have reported an 

improvement in their child’s comprehension as you 

continue to ask them questions at home about what 

they have just read to you. 

The main focus of this term will be picture books and 

how they impact the reader’s emotions, understanding 

and empathy. Initially, we will be looking at Anthony 

Browne books, especially ‘Voices in the Park’ and using 

these images to write ‘The 5th Voice’ We will then go on 

to look at other stunning picture books by the same 

author and that of others. 

In maths, we will be continuing to re-enforce the 

importance of knowing our number facts and applying 

these to rapid mental calculation. The children are being 

regularly assessed on multiplication, division and 

number bonds/compliments and receive a certificate 

every time they achieve success at each level. So lots of 

practice at home please! We are working on how to 

apply these skills, as well as the formal written methods 

to  ‘real life’ problems, so that the children can apply their 

strategies and understand why they are learning them. Please 

see the school website for the methods that we use— 

children's zone / learning resources / maths progression.  

We will also be learning to calculate area and volume and 

understanding fractions and decimals—the latter being 

something many of us find tricky! 

During PE, we will be learning skills for gymnastics and for the 

invasion game of basketball. After half term the children will be 

improving their stamina  when they take part in circuit 

activities, measuring heart rates and body changes during and 

after exercise. 

In Art/DT, the children will be looking at the different styles of 

drawing and painting that illustrators use and then going on to 

create their own compositions using some of these styles —

Great fun! 

We will also be continuing with our ELLI initiative, which 

encourages our children to look at how they learn. Holly class 

have assessed themselves on each aspect of their learning 

setting themselves targets in these areas. We will be giving the 

children as many opportunities to practise these lifelong skills, 

as well as re-assessing their progress. They have thoroughly 

enjoyed nominating class mates, justifying their reasons with 

relevant evidence, before their peers receive their ELLI 

certificates during assembly. 

Alongside all of this we will be continuing with the Open 

Futures initiatives. A new programme has been outlined in a 

separate letter. As well as cooking, the children will be carrying 

out science activities related to the school grounds in the first 

half of term and ‘Film it’ in the second. 

In R.E. the children will be researching a Jewish festival of their 

choice, looking at the events from the past, how they are 

celebrated today and what they mean to those involved. They 

will then present their findings to the rest of the class.  
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I hope the children enjoy the above curriculum, which provides the vehicle for many learning skills, knowledge and concepts. If 
you have any questions or queries about anything that would further help your child, then please either email me using the school 
office address or make an appointment before or after school so we can talk together. Thank you    Mr. John Cumming 


